
DISTRICT 29-L (WEST VIRGINIA / USA) 
  CAR SHOW FOR SIGHT 

 
 The first District 29-L “Car Show for Sight” was scheduled in the Fall of 2002.  
Lion Paul Amrhein, District Governor at the time, wanted to designate a district-wide 
fundraising effort during his year as DG, and have the proceeds from this event 
earmarked as a donation from the District to the West Virginia Lions Sight Conservation 
Foundation. 
 
 Being a car enthusiast, Lion Amrhein decided the event should be a Car Show.  
He spoke with PDG Dan Dague who had worked on setting up several local shows for 
car clubs and special events in the area in the past, and asked for his help and 
expertise.  He enthusiastically agreed.  Within four weeks, the first “Car Show for Sight” 
was a reality! 
 
 On October 12, 2002, a cloudy Fall-like day, 125 cars, motorcycles, and children 
entries arrived at the Wetzel County 4-H Camp in New Martinsville, West Virginia.  
There was something for everyone.  In addition to a grand display of vehicles, there was 
an auction of donated items, raffles, entertainment by D.J. “The Spikeman”, Lions food 
stands, and fun for all.  At the close of the day, the event raised $3,004 for the Sight 
Foundation. 
 
 The following year, District Governor Glen Baker, Jr. decided to continue with the 
Car Show fundraiser and the tradition began.  The second show, held at the same 
location on October 11, 2003, raised $3,000. 
 
 From that year on, the shows grew in size and the donations to the West Virginia 
Lions Sight Conservation Foundation, Inc. increased as well: 
 
2004 – District Governor Steve Beecroft and PDG Dan 
Dague moved the car show to the WesBanco parking 
lot in Elm Grove, West Virginia.  The date was also 
changed to Labor Day to eliminate competition from 
other car shows.  The 2004 Car Show registered 
approximately 204 cars and motorcycles, and raised 
$4,000. 
 
2005 – Since the Car Show was growing, and in fact 
outgrew the Elm Grove location, the 2005 Car Show was moved to the new Cabela’s 
store at the Highlands.  Space for showing and displaying cars was more than 
adequate. Entries ranged from antiques, rods, originals, customs, street machines, 
sports cars, cycles, trikes, trucks, low riders, tricked out late models, tuners, race cars or 
whatever.  Food booths and raffles also took place. The 2005 Car Show registered over 
400 cars and motorcycles, and raised approximately $6,000 in profit. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

    
 

   
 
 
2006 – In 2006, District Governor Eva Dague presided over the Car Show, again held at 
Cabela’s.  This event is growing leaps and bounds, as the entries for this year 
numbered 591, and a check was presented to the West Virginia Lions Sight and 
Hearing Foundation, Inc. in the amount of $11,300. 
 

 
 



2007 – The Car Show for Sight in 2007 registered approximately 750 cars and 
motorcycles, and permitted District Governor Richard McMillan to present a check to the 
Foundation of approximately $17,500. 
 

 
 
2008 – District Governor Sue Grub has reported that the Car Show registered 888 cars 
and motorcycles.   On behalf of District 29-L, she presented a check to the Foundation 
for $16,000.  Lion Eva Dague had already submitted a check for $3,930 bringing the 
total given to $19,930 with more dollars pledged.   
 

 
 



 
 The Car Show for Sight project grew very rapidly in a few short years.  The 
phenomenal growth was a direct result of the passion of both PDG Dan and PDG Eva 
Dague in organizing this project.  It is a year-long program for them.  This project also 
brought in many Lions from around our District to work for several days, leading up to 
the show and the show date. 
 
 PDG Dan Dague worked on the 2008 Car Show for Sight as long as he could.  
Illness prevented him from attending, but he was indeed there with each participant in 
spirit.  He was the heart and soul of our project.   
 

On September 2nd, PDG Dan passed.  The greatest honor 
we, as Lions, can exhibit is to keep this Car Show for Sight growing 
and continue raising funds for the Foundation.   On October 5, 2008, 
at the District 29-L Cabinet Meeting at Boaz, West Virginia, a motion 
was made by PDG Paul Amrhein to change the name of the Car 
Show in tribute to PDG Dan Dague.  This motion was unanimously 
approved and the new name will be: 
 

DAN DAGUE MEMORIAL LIONS CAR SHOW FOR SIGHT 
 

 It is hoped that Lions will continue to volunteer to work at the Car Shows in the 
coming years, and that donations from these shows can continue to be made to the 
West Virginia Lions Sight Conservation Foundation, Inc. in the name of the Lions of 
District 29-L. 
 
 This is an open invitation to all car enthusiasts --- bring your prized car(s) and 
plan to attend the next Car Show for Sight on Labor Day 2009.   

 
 


